dosage. In all patients, blood pressure, pulse pressure, and pulse rate remained essentially unchanged and thyroid function tests were confirmatory of drug compliance.
The very nature of this trial demands that the results be interpreted with caution. Nonetheless, certain observations lead us to believe that therapy with T3 was the factor responsible for the remissions experienced by our patients. In the first place, every one of them described a substantial, if not dramatic, improvement in their condition. Furthermore, this improvement occurred during the winter months when attacks would be expected to be most frequent and severe. Indeed, one patient (No 1) spontaneously commented that 'this was the best winter she could remember'. Finally, there was coexistent biochemical evidence of strict compliance.
Our Dermatomyositis/polymyositis and carcinoma of the ampulla of Vater SIR, The association of dermatomyositis/polymyositis (DMIPM) with malignancy has been recorded in several reports and reviews. Although cases of carcinoma of the pancreas and dermatomyositis have been reported, we have found no report of carcinoma of the ampulla of Vater with DM/PM. We wish to report such an association.
A 62 year old woman was admitted to hospital because of fever and chills. Two weeks before admission she developed increasing fatigue, persistent sore throat with chills and fever reaching 39-4°C, night sweats, malaise, weight loss, pain in her left knee, and a morbilliform rash which in five days assumed an urticarial appearance. On admission, a painful tender left knee and oedematous dusky erythema on the periorbital region were noticed. Her temperature was 39C, pulse 95 beats/min, and the blood pressure 125/80-mmHg. (Fig. 1) .
Three weeks later pyrexia continued and the patient developed jaundice with pruritus and ascites. Her condition deteriorated, she had a massive haematemesis, and died. The postmortem examination showed an anaplastic adenocarcinoma of the ampulla of Vater (diameter 1-5 cm). Liver histology showed acute cholestasis. 
